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PREFACE 
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T H E Proceedings againft Jane Wenhapi having modi ft 
great a Noife in the whole County , occafioned ft 

many various Re flea ions, and the whole Caurfe of the 
Occurrences having been all along very ftrange and furprizin[ 
it was thought proper to draw up the following Account of them 
both for the Information of the World, and the Vindicatitn g 
the Pcrfons more immediately ctm&mid in this Profecution ;(fpt- 
daily finct fame People badi thought fit, in a Public Manner, It 
txorefs their Wonder, that 7 wo Divines * fhmtld concern them 
fdves in a Thing of this Nature, as if detetitng tlx moji Ah- 
flrufc,^ and Hidden Works of the Devil, and lets Spiteful and 
Malicious V tffals, were a Bu fine ft wholly foreign to, and in- 
(on fifth t with , the Duty of a Minifter of Clirilh 
i If 11 humbly hoped, that every Impartial Reader will he at 
leaft fo far fatisfled with this Narrative, as to own there mat 

f ttndther Reafon for thif Profecution, than cither tht Knavery or 
oily -j the Promoters ', that what we jaw with our Eyes , and 
ea fd with our Ears, was at leaft very extraordinary, and jn- 
ified a Stril] and Solemn Enquiry, even by the fudge, into ft 
and Jo range Myfleries of Iniquity. 

When we fan • a poor Cripple, not only Arrfe and Walk, hut 
Run with a prodigious Swiftnefs* when we Ixard her complain 
yrkvoufly , and with Tears , of the excefjive Torments (he was 
•laid under, upon the Tbreatning of a wicked Neighbour, and. 
ibis withoief *he [(aft Reafon to fufpell any Cheat or Trick, the 
Perfon being rgholij uncapahlc of carrying m fuch a Deftgn , and 
*: ' not 
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not the leafl Advantage being to be gained to herfelf by it • 
when I fcty we faw all tbij , and a Multitude of concurrent Cir- 
cumftavccf , all tending to increafe and confirm our Sufpcions ; 
we thought it high Time to beft'tr ourfeiues, if by any Means 
we might bring the Truth to Light ; although l mufi needs fay, 

: - we did not expcH to be able to bring fuel) clear Proofs as were 
produced in Court , which were almojt all that could be expelled 
‘ ui fuch a Cafe, where all the World knows that the Evidence 
mufl be in a great Meafure Ctrcumjlantial only ; and that we 
(hould bring pfitive Witneffes to a Contrail with the Devil , if 
as unreafonable for others to expcQ, as it is impojjible for us to 
perform. 

But what did it fignifa for us to bring what Evidence the 
Matter would bear , when there were thoje who had beforehand 
refolved to believe nothing at all of it , let the Proof he what it 
would ? Some of thefeflow Believers did afterwards-, acknow- 
ledge them fives furprizingly convinced , their Prejudices giving 
Way to theTeJimiony of their Keafon and Senfts : But it ferns 
it was elfewhere expelled, that the Witch (hould turn her- 
felf into a Cat, that Catinto a Dog, that Dog into a Bear^ 
that Bear into a Lion, and that Lion into an Old Woman 
again, and then it might have been believed (he was 
Guilty. 

The Number and Credit of the Witneffes who were fworn , the 
Mali Harmony between ’em, together with the Confdcration, 
that Jotne of them were perfeli Strangers to the Prifoner , as foell 
as to the poor Girl , till even the Time of their feeing what they 
atttjicd ; and that the others could have no Keafon to put thcm~ 
felves to fu much Trouble and Charge , where nothing could be 
gained by it , but the Guilt of combining to take away a poor 
Neighbour’s Life. Thefe put together , with the Vnaccounta- 
hlenefs of fame of the Falls, unlefs (iilyed by Witchcraft, have. 

1 doubt not, fatisfied moft that know them Personally, and hear! 
tlx Tryal ; and as for otlxrs that (hall read this Narrative , I 
muji farther acquaint them ^ that the following Account is part- 
ly coll tiled out of the Depojitions or Informations taken againjl 
Jane Wenham Oath, before Sir Henry Chauncy, and 
afterwards delivered in to the Clerk of the AfftZe ; and partly 
an Account of every Thing remarkable that pafsd , befides what 
is in the Informations , both during the lime of her Examination 
before the Jujhce who committed her, and at her Tryal. And 
for the Truth of this Part of the Relation , I appeal to tlx many 
Eye- Wine jfes of thofe Jlrange Paffages , for thefe Things were 
not done in a Corner. 

There 


The PREFACE. 

• fhirt were fever al Gentlemen who would not believe that then 
are any Witches Juice the Time of cur Saviour Chrift, wb> came 
to dtlray the Work* of the Devil: All I (hall fay vutheje Argu - 
ers u, that they would do well to remember , that St. Paul, in 
his hptlUcs to the Galatians, C 5. v. 19,20. exprefly names 
among the Work, { of floe Fltfh Idolatry and Witchcraft, which 
certainly he would never have done tf all Power had been taken 
from the Devil to affill his Servants in P rad tees of this Black, 
and truly Diabolical , Nature ; to fay nothing of the dearth 
Evidence to be found in many Authors of Injtances of Witch, 
craft committed long fuicc m our own Nation , and others , 
particularly that of iloe IVttcbts of Warbois in Huntingdon- 
fiiire, of which tloere is a coallant Commemoration every Lady- 
Day, in a Sermon prejehed at Huntingdon, by fome one of the 
Fellows of Queen’s-Collry in Cambridge, upon the SubjeCl of 
Witchcraft. 

1 1 hall bajten to my intended Narrative, after having jufl 
taken Notice , that Jince the Condemnation of this jane Wenham, 
and her being Reprieved for fome Time by the Judge, not only 
Anne Thom, the Principal Sufferer , but alfo another y named 
Anne Street, of the fame Town of Walkerfie, lye in a very dif 
mal Condition, and whenever they can J peak , continue to cry out 
upon law Wenham as the Author of all their Torments ; of 
which the Reader may cxpeQ to hear more toward the Conclttfipn 
of thefe Papers. 

In the mean Time I once again declare, that in all Parts of 
this Account the jtriiiejl Regard (hall be had for the Truth , 
ami that nothing will be here iuferted but what may be depended 
upon as fuels • And 1 defire no Favour if found Guilty of 
Inftncericy. 
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account 

0 F T H E 

PROCEEDINGS 

Againft J A N E W E N H AM for 

Witchcraft &c. 

I T often falls out, that by the Over-ruling Providence 
of Almighty God, the moll Hidden and Private 
Wicked nefles are difcovered by the very Means us’d 
to conceal them, and (o it happened to Jane IPenbam. 
One John Chapman , a Farmer at tV alkgrne, had long en- 
tertain’d a Sufpicion, that the ilrauge Deatns of many of 
his and the Neighbours Rories and Cattle were occa- 
fion’d by the Witchcrafts of this Woman, and thought 
that he hlmfclfhad fuffer’d by them to the Value of 2co /. 
In a Ihort Time ; but nor being able to prove any Thing 
upon her, he did not inform againft her, but waited, tiff 
Time ibould pref-nt a favourable Opportunity of Con- 
vi&ing her. And foon after an Accident fell out, which 
in its Confeq uences v b ought on this Profecution ; I (hall 
relate it in the very Words of the Information of Matthew 
Giljton, Servant to the abovefaid John Chapman, taken on 
the 14th Day of Feb. 17 1 1-1 2. before Sir Henry Chauncy. 

Matthew Gtlji >n of the Parilh of Walkerne fays upon 
Oath, That on New-Year’s-Day lajlpaji, he carrying Straw 
upon a Fork from Mr. Gardiner’/ Barn met Jane Wenliam, 
who asked him for fome Straw, which he refufed to give her ; 
then the faid She would take fome, and accordingly took feme 
away from this Informant. 

And farther, this Informant faith, That on the 29th of fan. 
lajl , when this Informant was tbrejhing in the Barn of Isit 
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Mailer John Chapman, an Old Woman in a Riding-bood or 
Cloak, he knows not which, came to the Barn Door, and asked 
him for a Peny worth of Straw; he told her he could give her 
none, and fhe went away Muttering. 

And this Informant faith, X hat after the Woman was gone 
be was not able to work , but ran out of the Barn as far as 
a Place called Munder’s-Hill, [ which is above Three Miles 
from Walkerne,] and asked at a Houfe there for a Penyworth 
of Straw, and they rfnfmz to give him any , he went farther 
to feme Dung- heaps, and took J ome Straw from thence, and 
full’d off his Shirt , and brought it Home in his Shirt • he knows 
not what mov’d him to this , but fays he was forc’d to it, he 
knows not hot?. . . „ .. . 1 

Tims far this Informant. It was alfo farther obferved by 
fomeTerfons, who met this Matthew Gtljion running on 
his Fool’s Errand, that he went a very great Pace, and 
when he came to a River he did not go over a Br'dge in 
his Way, but direCtly thro’ the Waftr. This odd Story, 
and the Itrange Account the Boy gave of it, made his Ma- 
tter John Goaf man fufpedt that Jane Wenham had play’d this 
Trick upon his Servant ; and loon after he meeting her, 
told her of it, and in Heat of Anger call’d her a Witch and 
Bitch. 

After the Scolding-bout was over, this Jane Wenham 
thought ihe had got an Advantage over her Neighbour Chap, 
man, and that (he would make him pay for his Words ; ac- 
cordingly on the pth pf Feb. (he applies herfelf to Sir Henry 
Chauncy for a Warrant againll this Man for calling her a 
Hitch, expediting not only to get fomething out of him, but 
to deter other People from calling her fo any more ; befides, 
this Shew of Innocence might make her the lefs lufpedted 
for the future. 

She brought John Chapman on the nth before Sir Henry , 
who having enquired after her Character, and heard a 
very ill one of her, did not think tit to give her any Dam- 
mages for being call'd Witch ; but rold her he would re- 
fer her Ci ufe to any one of her Neighbours ; (he named th’e 
Reverend Mr .Gardiner, the Minilter of the Town, and 
John Chapman confirming, they went to him to decide the 
Controverlie between them: Mr .Gardiner having heard 
Complaint, ad vis d them to live more peaceably togc- 
ther, and ordered John Chapman to pay her a Shilling, but 
would allow Jane W enham no farther Satisfaction ; at this 
her Anger was greatly kindled againlt Mr. Gardiner , and 


(Tie went away in a great Heat, faying, If Jhe could not 
have Jufticc here , (he would have it elfcn>bcre y or Words to 
that Purpofe. 

Revenge is naturally the firft New Thought that is exci- 
ted by Anger in a Wicked Mind ; and fines Mr. Gardiner 
had incenfed her, fhe rcfolv’d not to put if up it leetyis, .nor 
would fire delay fhe Mifchief fhe had imagin’d, no, not for 
an Hour. Anne Thorn , a Young Woman, between 16 and 
17 Years of Age, Servant to Mr. Gardiner, was fitting- by • 
rheFire-fide when Jane Wenham was in the Houfe; her 
Knee had been jull let, ( it having beet i put out by an Acci- 
dent the Night before,) and Mr. Gardiner asked her how 
fhe did, fhe anfwered much better than lhe had been while 
her Bone was out, but look’d a little Pale; upon this Poor 
Young Lame Creature it feems Jane Wenham mull take her 
Revenge in rhe following Manner, which I believe any 
Reader will think wholly unaccountable, and impoflible to 
be done but by Witchcraft ; I Hull give you the Account 
of it as near as I can in the Words ot the Three WitnelTes 
thar faw it, Mr. Gardiner and his Wife, and Mr. Bragge , 
a Neighbour, who came in accidentally but juft before. 

Mr. Gardiner had not been in the Parlour with nis Wife 
and Mr. Bragge above 6 or 7 Minutes at moll, (nice he left 
Anne Thorn fitting by the Fire, when he heard a ftrange 
Yelling Noifein the Kitchen, upon which he went out, 
and found this Anne Thorn llrlpt to her Shirt-fleevey, howl- 
ing, awl wringing her Hands in a difmal Manner, and 
Speechlefs ; he calling out, Mrs. Gardiner , and Mr. Bragge 
cadre immediately to him ; Mrs. Gardiner feeing Iter Servant 
ill that fad Condition, asked her what was the Matter with 
her? She not being able to fpeak, pointed eameftly at a 
Bundle which lay at her Feet, which Mrs. Gardiner took up 
and unpinn’d, and found k tp be the Girl’s Govvn and A- 
pron, and a Parcel of Oaken Twigs, with dead Leaves 
wrapt up therein. 

A; foon as this Bundle was opened, Anne Thorn began to 
fpeak, crying out, I’m Ruin’d and Undone ; and after fhe 
had a little better recover'd herfelf, gave the following Re- 
lation of what had befallen her : She faid when fhe was 
left alone fhe found a ftrange Roaming in her Head, ( I ufe 
her own Expreffions, ) her Mind run upon Jane Wenham , 
and (he thought (he mult run fome whither; that accord- 
ingly (he ran up the Clofe, but look’d back leveral Times 
at the Houfe, thinking (he (hould never fee it more ; that 

B 2 (he 


( 4 ) 

(he climb’d over a Five-Bar- Gate, and ran along the High- 
way up a Hill : That there (he met Two of John Chapman’s 
Men, One of whom took hold of her Hand, faying, flic 
Aiould go with them ; but fhe was forced away from them, 
not being able to fpeak, either to them, or to one Daniel 
Chapman , whom, fhe faid, fhe met on Horfeback, and 
would fain have l'poken to him, but could not ; then fhe 
made her Way towards Cromer, as far as a Place call’d 
Hackney Lane, where fhe look’d behind her, and faw a 
little Old Woman Muffled in a Riding hood, who asked 
her whether fhe was going? She anfwered to Cromer to 
fetch iomr Sticks to make her a Fire ; the Old Woman 
told her there was no Sticks at Gamer, and bad her go to 
that Oak Tree, and pluck Tome from thence, which flic 
did, and laid them upon the Ground ; then the Old Wo- 
man bad her pull oft her Gown and Apron, and wrap the 
Sticks m ’em, and asked her whether (he had e’er a Pin ? 
Upon her anfwerine fhe had none, the Old Woman gave 
her a large Crooked Pin, bad her pin up her Bundle, and 
then van lined away : After which fhe ran Home with her 
Bundle of Sticks, and fat down in the Kitchen flript, as 
Mr. Car diner found her. This is the Subilance of what 
file related, upon which Mrs. Gardmer cry’d out. The Girl 
has been in rhe fame Condition with Chapman's Man ; but 
we will burn the Witch ; atluding toa receiv’d Notion, that 
when the Thing bewitch d is burn’d, the Witch if forc’d 
to come in ; accordingly fhe took the Sticks together with 
*il e f *2? ai , t " rew them into the Fire ; immediately, in 
the Inftant that the Sticks were flaming, Jane IVenham came 
into the Room, and enquir’d for Elizabeth, the Mother of 
Anne lhm, faying, fhe had an Errand to do to her from 
Ardlty-Bury to W f. that (he mult go thither to wafh the 
next D^. Now this Mother Thorn had been in the Houfe 
all the Time that jane IPenbam was there with John Chap - 
man, and heard nothing of ft, and was then gone Home : 
Gardmer bad Jane JVenbam go to Elizabeth Thorn, and 
tell her there was Work enough for her there, on wh ich fhe 
u P° n Enquiry made afterwards, it was 

SB&SygStT Mde " d <o de,,v ” 

JWfcBf th r e Reader, that the Diftance be- 
tween Mr. Gardiner s Houfe and Hackney-Lane, whither 
fe Law Creatine ran, ishalfaMilc; andthat, as ]S 
kfbrc, the whole Time in which ihe went thi^Kr, coin 
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verfed with the Woman abore defcrib'd, and retnm ’4 
Home, was not above 6 or 7 Minutest the molt, to that 
Ihe ran at the Rate of above S Miles' an Hour : A great 
Swiftnefs this In a Cripple that had her Knee but juft fc f, 
which from the Time of its being out, to the Time it was 
fet again, was 15 Hours. 

To be fully fatislied of the Truth of what the Girl had 
related, (which might pollibly have never been really per- 
formed, but only the Suppofition of a Wild Fancy,) 
Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Braggt went to John Chapman's, and 
enquired of the Two Men whom Anne Thorn laid (he had 
met ; they related that they faw Anne Thorn running up the 
Hill with a prodigious Swiftnefs, that one of them endea- 
voured to flop her, but could not ; the fame alfo Daniel 
Chapman altawirds confirm'd, all of them exactly agree- 
ing with what Anne Thorn had related. 

There was this Agreement between the Cafe of Matthew 
GUfton , and that of Anne 'Thorn, that to both of them ap- 
peared an Old Woman in a Riding-hood, and both were 
lent -on ft range Errands, the one to fetch Straw, the other 
Sticks; but herein they differ, that the Boy continued well 
afterwards, whereas this was only the Beginning of Sorrows 
to the unhappy Maid ; for. 

The next Morning, being the 12th of February, after 
Ihe had had a pretty good Night's Reft, her Miftrefs asked 
her whether (he thought Ihe could go to Miftrefs Adams's 
Houle, (a near Neighbour.) to fetch a few Feafe ? She faid 
fhe thought Ihe could, and went with Miftrefs Rofe Adams 
(who had breakfafted that Morning with Miftrefs Gardiner,) 
to her Houfe ; having got her Peale, as (he was coming 
Home fhe met Jane IF enham, who asked her why fhe told 
fuch Stories of her, as it (he had Bewitched her ? Anna 
Thorn anfwered, fhe had faid nothing but what was true, 
and (he was ihe Caufe of all her Diforder ; to this Jane 
IVenham reply’d, if you tell any more fuch Stories of me 
it (hall be worfe for you than it has been yet, and fhev’d 
her with her Hand* As foon as Anne Thorn had Limped 
Home, (be told her Miftrefs with a great Concern, that 
Ihe had met Jane IVmham , and what had palt between 
them. 

V/hen this Circumftance was prefs’d upon Jane Wenham 
afterwards, before Sir Henry Chauncy , (he deny’d that fhe 
had met Anne Thorn, faying, that (he was at that Time at 
W ejton , Three Miles off ; to dilprove which, 1 homos Ire - 

land 
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land made Oath, that he faw her in the Town within 
Three Minutes of the Time the Girl faid (he met her; 
which yet might poflibly be falfe, altho’ he had all the 
Reafon in the World to believe his Senfes, if the Solution 
Jane IV enham gave of it afterwards may be admitted as 
Truth, when me faid, that altho’ it was not (he that met 
Anne Thorn, yet it was her Familiar in her Shape ; but of 
this more at large, when we come to fpeak of her Con- 
feflion. 

Let us now return to the poor Maid, anct fee how Jane 
Wenh arris, or if you pleafe, the Familiar Spirit’s Threat- 
nings were made good. In the Afternoon the faid Anne 
Thorn was taken Speechlefs, with ((range Tremblings, and 
Convulfions of Body, and yet was all the while fenfiblfi, 
pointing, and making Signs towards Jane Wenh arris Houfe ; 
and when (he was able to fpeak, (he faid (he (hould never 
be well till (he went to fetch more Sticks ; and made many 
Attempts to go, but was prevent. d, her Mi/irefs telling 
her (he (hould not go, unlefs Company went with her. 
At Iafi they let her go out, Miftrefs Gardiner , and many 
others, following her; there were Two high Five- Bar- 
Gates in the Way, one of which was fer open on Purpofe ; 
but inliead of going through it, (heleap’d veiy nimbly over 
the other which was (hut, being the fame (he had vaulted 
over before. Then (he ran a little Way farther, to the 
bottom of iFhite-Hill , her Miftrefs and the red following 
her ; when (he came thither, her Legs fail’d her, and lhe 
was not able to (land ; fo they took her up in their Arms, 
and carry’d her a little Way back, then (he could run to* 
the fame Place again, but proceed no farther, her Strength 
failing her, as before ; thus (he was try’d feveral Times, 
and always when (he came jult over-againft that 
Place, for (he try’d that Way, (he could go no farther. 
Then Milhefc Gardiner order’d Two Men to lead her for- 
ward by Force, which they aflay’d rodo ; but when (he 
had got a little Way about the fame Place, (he ihrieked out, 
as if violently tormented, and begg’d them to let her go 
back, for fomething prefled fo hard again!! her that it 
would kill her if (he did not. So they carry’d her Home- 
wards, and when lhe came to the Gates they could not 
force her through that which was open, but (he leaped 
nimbly over the other that was (hut. Wheu (he was ' 
returned Heine (he was in a Fit for fome Time, and Speech- 
lefs ; but when (he could fpeak, they asked her why (he 
. - could 


could go no farther when fhe was at the bottom of Whitt 
Hill i Sheanfwered, that Jane W inham flood in her Wa- 
and would not let her, and told her (he might fetch more 
Sticks another Time, but (hould not go if any Company 
went with her. 

AfW a little Red Anne Thorn found herfelf flrongly 
prompted to go to Jane IV album's Hou(e, faying, (he would 
have Come of her Blood; they let her go out again, (he 
made towards JVenbam’s Houfe, over a Hedge, but 
tumbling into thc Ditch on tlle ot ^ er $*de, fhe put her 
Knee out again ; then (he called to Jane JVfnham, who 
was going into her .Houfe, to come to her, laying, ’tis you 
that torment me, and more Words to that Purpofe. Jane 
Wenham anfwer’d , (he was no fuch Perfou ; MiArefs Car. 
diner defired her to come to the Girl, (he anfwer’d, (he 
would not come, (he knew what (he had to do, and went 
into her Houfe. Then Anne Thorn was brought Home 
again, and foon after fell into another Fit, pointing ear- 
ns Illy to Jane W inborn's . William Borroughs, a Neighbour, 
who was prefent, faid, he would fetch her if it were pof- 
(Ible, and foon after brought her to the Maid, who was 
Speechlefs, and to all Appearance in a Fainting Fit ; as foon 
as Jane Wtnbam approached her, fhe flew at her, crying out, 
you have ruin’d me ; Wenham anfwered, you are a Liar ; 
no, anfwer’d the Girl, l am dot ; you threatned me this 
Morning ; which (he having deny’d, went out of the 
Houfe, and Anne Thorn was better that Evening, but full 
of Pain, her Bone being out. Thefe Things were done 
before a Multitude of Witnefles, who could not all be im- 
pos’d on ; and altho’ they are very furprizing, yet are no- 
thing fo, in Comparifon with other Paflages that fol- 
lowed. 

The next Morning Mr. Gardiner fent Anne Thorn a Se- 
cond Time to the Bone-fetters, who liv’d Three Miles ofFj 
and (he returned about Noon pretty well, her Knee being 
very well fet. About an Hour afterwards (he was taken 
again with a violent Fit, which lafled a long Time, and 
feveral Times (he feemed to be dead; when (he came fo fat 
to herfelf that (he could fpeak, (he faid (he mull go again 
to the Tree to fetch more Sticks, and then fhe was fure fhe 
(hould be well; upon Mr. Arthur Cbauncy's promifmg 
that he and Thomas Ireland would follow her at a Diftance, 
and obferve her Adfions , and that they would endeavour 
to keep fo near to her, as to be abk, if poflible, to prevent 
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h er coming to any Mifchief, her Miftrefs let her go. When 
(became to the Tree, they had followed her fo clofe, 
(tho* on the other Side of the Hedge, left (he fhould per- 
ceive them,) that they faw her gather fome Sticks, pull 
off her Gown and Apron, and wrap them up, as before; 
they faw her alfo reach her Hand to the Hedge, as if (he 
had taken fomething from thence. Then the Girl came 
running back (o fall that they were left behind her; 
but upon her looking back, and feeing Mr. Chauncy, 
Ihe fell down againft a Hedge, wringing her Hands 
in a lamentable Manner ; they ftay’d fome Time to fee 
whether (he could get up again, and upon her not riling, 
they came to her, and ask’d her what (he ailed ? But (ne 
could give no Anfwer. Then they took her up in their 
Arms, and brought her Homewards ; when they came to 
the Gates, they would have forced her through that which 
was fet open, but could not do it with all their Strength, 
for (he was forced from them over that which was (hut 
with fuch an incredible Swiftncfs, as cannot eafily be ima- 
gined, but by thofe that faw it. Then (he ran before them 
into the Houle, and flung the whole Bundle into the Fire ; 
Miftrefs Gardiner being by, took it off, and raking out the 
Sticks, threw them into the Fire. She continued in a Fit 
fome Time after ; when Ihe could Ipeak Ihe cry’d out 
there was another Pin In the Gown ; upon (earching they 
found one very crooked ; it was then Miftrefs Gardiner 
asked what Ihe had feen > Shefaid Ihe had feen the Old Wo* 
man again, who told her Ihe need not come any more for 
Sticks, and gave her the Pin through the Hedge ; adding 
that tne Old Woman’s Hand was fo Black, that Ihe knetV 
Aot whether Ihe Had a Black Glove or no; but her F ace was 
fo muffled in a Riding-hood that Ihe could not fee it : For 
fome Time after this Anne Ibom continued pretty well, 
but foon after Five of the Clock Ihe was taken rather worfe 
. than before, and when (he lpoke (he cried out Ihe mull go? 
They asked her whither ? Sheanlwered, Ihe could not tell, 
it was but a little Way, and flew up with fuch Strength 
that Two or Three Men could not hold her, tho’ juft be- 
fore her Eyes were turned, and funk in her Head, and he* 
Teeth fet, fo that (he feemed to be giving up the Ghoft. 
Mr. Chauncy jierfwaded Miflrefs Gardiner to let her goy 
and he, with T wo or Three more Men, would follow her ; 
when (he faw the Way clear, (he darted, and ran di- 
* tecHy to the River at the lower End of the Clofe. Mr. 
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Cbaunty caught her juft as her Feet were in the Mire, and 
ihe was going to plunge herfelf into the Water. When 
Jhe was hid hold on. (he (b.rieked out, laying, (he muff go. 
Then Mr. Cbauncy, a J the reft, led her ov- r the Bridge* 
but (he was for coming back into the Water. 1'hey 
brought her after this half-way home to the Houfe, 
when (he cried out (he muft go back again, for her Bail* 
were fo bad (he could not bear them, and (he was very 
ftrong, as before; they brought her to the River again, 
and (he begg’d (he might but touch tne Water and (he 
fhouid bf well ; they took up fome Water, and gave it her, 
bur that would not fatistie her, Ihe muft go into the 
River. 

I muft obferve, that afterward when (he was better (he 
faid upon Oath, Thar at that Time (he was violently 
tempted to drown herfelf ; and (he thanked her Mitirefs, 
and the reft, for not letting her go into the Water, for if 
(he had touch’d it they could not have Caved her ; but to 
proceed. 

They made her believe upon her earned Requeft to go 
into the River, that they would throw her in, and - gave 
her a Swing as if they were really about to do it, and Ihe 
ftruggled hard to get out of their Hands into the Water. 
After tliis they brought her into the Houle, where (he fell 
into a Fit again, pointing.ro Jmk IV team's Houfe ; they 
obferving her Eyes clofe (but, removed her, and fet her 
Faee at feveral Times towards (everal Parts of the Room, 
yet (he continually pointed with her Fingers the (ame 
Way. Upon this fome that were prefent vvere for bring, 
yig Jaw fVenbam to the Maid, and accordingly went tot 
her ; (lie had lock’d herfelf iTito her Houfe, and faid, Hie 
was not well, and refus’d to come ; they us’d all the fair 
Words they could think of to perfuade her, not without 
offering her Mowy, if (he would but come and fpeak 
to the Poor Girl, but all to i>o Purple. Then they feat 
for the Conftable, (who had juft received a Warrant from 
Sir Hairy Cbauncy , to apprehend her upon Suf ieion ot 
Felony and Witchcraft; ) when the Conftable was come, 
they told her he was there, and dclired her to open the 
Door by fair Means, and not to force them to do it ey 
fowl. She anfwered, (he knew what (he had to do better 
than they could tell her ; on which they broke open the 
Door that was lock’d with Two Locks, and brought her 
to the Maid, who was lying Speeches, in very great 
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Mifery and Torture, but all the Time very {enfible, as (he 
was indeed all along, duringthe whole Courfeof her llrange | 
Diforder. As foon as Jane Wenbam fpoke to her, her Co- j 
lour came into her Cheeks, and fhe darted up. crying, you 'i 
are a bafe Woman, you have ruined me, and flew upon her 
to fcratch her, faying, I muft have your Blood, or 1 (hall 
never be well. She fcratched Jang Wenbam in the Fore- 
head with fuch Fury and Eagernefs, that the Noife of her 
Nails feemed to all that were prefent as if (he were fcratch- 
ing againK a Wainfcoat, yet no Blood followed ; Jane Wen- 
ham holding her Head dill, and faying. Scratch harder Nan, 
and fetch Blond of me if you can ; yet Kill no Blood came, > 
altho' her Forehead was fadly mangled and torn by the 
. Girl’s Nails ; of this Difficulty in fetching of Blood of Jane < 
Wenbam the Reader will have another more Remarkable 
InKance by and by. 

After this the Company began to expoftulate with Jane 
Wenbam , telling her, (he was a wicked Wretch to abule 1 
a poor young innocent Creative at that Rate ; that (he 
had been reputed a Witch for above 20 Years, and other 
Things they faid to that Elfed. Then Jane Wenbam pro- 
tefted lhe was innocent, and offered to be tried, by fearch- 
ing her Body, to fee whether (he had any Teats, or by 
throwing her into the Water. One of the Company re- 
ply'd, there was no Occation for it at prefent, but only 
defired her to let him hear her fay the Lord’s-Prayer ; 
fhe made feveral Attempts to doit, hut could not, always 
miffing T wq or Three Sentences. Mrs. Gardiner bad her try 
whether fhe could fay it after her, and repeated it Sentence 
by Sentence ilowly to her ; but neither could lhe do this, to 
the Amaremtntof all the By-Handers. It was obferved, 
tho’ fhe tried Ten Times (he could not fay this Sentence, 
Forgive us our ‘Itefpafjes, as we forgive them that Irefpaft 
againjl us , nor that, Lead us not into Temptation. After this 
Jme Wenbam was kept in Cuilody of the Conllable, and 
the Maid was pretty well that Evening. To all the Ac- 
counr I have given of this Day’s Occurrences, Mrs.Gardiner, 
Mr. Chauncy, Tbmas Ireland , and many others, were 
Witneffes, and attelled upon Oath all Circumftances as I 
have here related them. 

The next Morning, being Tburfday the. 14th of Febrtr- 
ary^Sir Henry Chauncy came down to Walkjtrne, to the 
Houfe of John Trigg , and Jane Wenbam was brought before 
him ; Mr. Gardiner and Matthew Giljion were feveraHy 
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examined, and gave in their Informations upon Oa<h ; 
while this was doing Anne Thom fell into a violent Fit, 
and at lalt feem’d to be dead ; they carried her out into the 
Yard, and brought the Old Witch to her; upon this the 
Blond came immediately into her Face, and fhefprungup 
with great Streng h and Fury to (cratch Jane Wenbam, 
but was prevented by the Interpofition of the People, 
who took her away. This was before a great Multitude 
of Spectators, who all declared their Belief that the Maid 
was bewitched, and that this Woman had bewitched 
her. 

After this the Maid was well enough to be examined, 
and gave a large Account of what had happened to her, 
being the fame In Subftance with what is above related. 

I would Infert the Informations at large, but they being 
all but long Repetitions of the Account already given, 
which was with great Care collected out of thofe Informa- 
tions of Mr. Gardiner , Mrs. Gardiner , and Anne Thorn , 
and confirmed by the Attentions of Mr. Chauncy, and 
Mr. Bragge, who faw moft of thefe Things done, 

I fliall omit them, vs very tedious, and now unni- 
cefTary, but fhall find it needful by and by to infert 
fome others, which are not already taken Notice of. But 
to proceed, Sir Henry ordered Four Women to fearch Jane 
IFenb ant's Body, directing them to enquire diligently whe- 
ther fhe had any Teats, or other extraordinary and unufual 
Marks about her, by which the Devil in any Shape might 
fuck her Body. After about an Hour‘s Search and Confu- 
tation, they returned, and affirmed, that they found no 
fuCh Teats or Marks about her Body; it being now pretty 
late, Sir Henry ordered them to appear again before him 
the next Morning, at his own Houfc at Ardlcy-Eury , and 
left Jane IVtnham in the Cotiftablc’s Hands. 

As foon as Anne Thorn was return'd Home to her Matter's 
Houfe, (lie had another Fit as grievous m any before, and 
was Speechlefs, but very Senftble; upon Mr. Gardiners 
asking her whether he fhould pray by her, (he held up 
her Hands as a Sign that they fhould ; and as foon as h? 
had retreated Three or Four Sentences of the Lord s- Prayer, 
fhe fell down on her Knees, and rehearfed the Prayers aftei 
the Minitter as \ve'l »sany of the Company. About hall 
an Hour after fhe had another Fit, and was recovered out 
of that alfo by Prayer ; then they kept her Reading till 
Four of the Clock in the Morning, when fhe went to Bed, 
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tfuving had no mo* Fits,) and refled pretty well that 
N'ehr. 

V'iie next Day (being the 15th) they all came before 
Sir Hcnm again, at rdky-Bury , where the hrlt that gave 
Evidu > t vas Mrs. Cardiner , who confirmed all the Parti- 
culai .hove related, giving her Maid an extraordinary 
Charade r tor her Sobrierv, Diligence, and good Tem- 
per, by. which ft;.- had gain’d the Leveof all the Nrighhour- 
hood. Before Mys. Gfrdmir gave her Information, J 4 » e 
U'cnbjm fell oh her Knees a* her Feet, begging her, for 
God's Sake, not tr> fwea* agalnft her, and n-’dmany Ex- 
preflfions of F ar left fie fhould be fent to Gaol, not with- 
out dreadful Imprecations on hertelf if fhe were not inno- 
cent, and declarrd herfelf ready to fubmit to the Water 
Experiment; but Sir Henry would by no Means allow of 
that Sort of Trial, it being Illegal, and UiijuftitiaWe. 

The Reverend Mr. Strut*, Mintfter of Ardlcy , asked her 
beforeall r he Company whether (he could fay the Lord’s*- 
prayer? She anlwered, (he could, and attempted feveral 
times to do it, going on very readily till fhe came to Forgive 
us ottr &c. which fhe could not repeat, northefe 

Two Senteilces together, [Lead us not into Temptation, but 
deliver us from £w/,j bur would thus exprefs’em, [Lead 
us n*t into no ‘temptation and Evil, ] or [Lead us into Imi- 
tation and Evil,] Or [Lead us not into no Temptation, but de- 
liver us from all Evil.y and thus file was try’d Six or Seven 
Times together. When fhe found Die could not with all 
her Endeavours fay theLord’s-prayer, fhe try d to excufe 
herfelf, by aliedging fhe was much diflurb’d in her Head 
by the Hurry fhe" was in. frying, (he wanted Rdf. Upon 
which Mr. Strutt promifed to come to her, and try tier 
again the next Morning. In the mean Time the Poor 
Maid lud another dil mat Fit, as-before, and was recovered 
out of it by P raver. Spoil after fhe had another, and when 
her Eyes were fliut.the Witch was brought to her privately ; 
then fhe immediately flew at her again with great Fury, 
faying. Are you come to plague me here too ? You are a 
bafe Woman, and more to that Purpofe. 

Befides Mr*. Gardiner, there were feveral other Witneffes 
fworn, particularly Sufan Aylott of Wdkerne, whofe Evi- 
dence being very remarkable, I fhafl inferjl it in her own 
Words, 
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The Information of Snfan Aylott before 
Sir Henry Chamey. 

QVfan Aylott, the Wifeof William Aylott , of the Parifh of 
^ IVaikyme, laith upon Oath, lb at about n lean ago lajl 
Chriliinas, foe, this Informant, was fent for to the Wife of 
Richard Harvey, lyings very III in a Jlrungi Condition ; and as 
foon as fhe came thither Jane Wenham followed her , and (he, 
this Informant, wonder'd that Jane Wenham followed her, 
face Richard Harvey’/ Wife had told her that fhe, the faid 
jane Wenham, had bewitched her : Then Jane Wenham 
went under the Window where the fck. Woman lay , and Jaid , 
Why do they let this Creature lye there ? Why don't they take 
her and hang her out of the Way 1 As which fhe, this Infor- 
mant, bad Jome Words with Jane Wenham, faying , lake you, 
and hang you out of the Way; and then Jane Wenham an- 
fwer d. Hold youyouf longue, I don't meddle with you, and 
that Night the fick Woman afore faid dud. 

And this Informant farther laith, That foon after Jane 
Wenham came to this Informant’s houje , and look'd upon a 
Quid which was in her Lap , and Jtroak-d it ; and faid, Sul'an, 
you have a Curious Child; you and I had feme Words, but I 
hope we are Friends ; and asked this Informant to lend her a 
Clafs to carry fame Vinegar in from the Shop ; then this Infor- 
mant lent Jane Wenham aGlafs, who went away: And this 
Informal wai afraid of her Child, remembring fhe was thought 
to have bewitched Richard Harvey’/ W fe. 

Th\s Informant farther laith, That on Sunday following fhe 
was at her Brother Jeremy Harvey’/ Houfe with her Child, 
and that her Child was taken in a grievous Condition , flark 
Dijiracied, and fo died the Thurfday following. And this 
Informant faith. She thinks that Jane Wenham bewitched her 
Child ; and faith alio, That Jane Wenham has had the Repu- 
tation of a Witch for fevcral Tears beforp. 

The Reafon why Jane Wenham Ihould bewitch Harvey’s 
Wife, ( as we have lince beea informed by Thomas Harvey. 
her Son, ) was as follows : This fane Wenham 1 s Husband 
had defired Richard Harvey to fpeak to the Town-Crier 
at Hertford to cry down his Wife, left any Perfon fhould 
(ruft her to his Datnmage, and Richard Harvey had accortl- 
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iagly done it. The Occafion of her bewitching Aylott s 
Child may be gathered from her Evidence : There was af- 
serwards at the Trial another Witnefs, who (wore to the 
Death of a Nurfe-child of hers upon Jane tF’enham’s 
ftroaking it ; but this not being (worn before Sir Henry, we 
(hall defer the farther Relation of it till we come to the 
Trial itfelf. • , . • c 

Another Evidence was Mr. Thomas Adams, Junior, of 
Wa kerne, whole Information we (hall likewifc infert at 
large, the Subfunce of it not having been related before. 


The Information of Mr. Thomas Adams , 
Junior, of Walkern. 


T fimas Adams, Junior, of Walkerne, maketh Oath, 
That about Three fFaks, or a Month , before Chrilimas 
M, he met Jane Wenham in hit Turnip-field with a few 
*f btr Turnips, which [he was carrying away, and upon his 
7 breatning her jhe threw them down] he, this Informant, told 
btr (he might kpep them, for Jhe fhould pay Dear for them ; 
then floe was very Submiffive, and Legg’d P ardon, jaying , Jbe 
■had no VtUuals all that Day , and had no Money to buy any ; 
afterwards they parted , and he jaw her not after : But on 
’Ohriflmas-Diy Morning One of his beft Sheep died without 
My Signs of Illne ft found upon the Body after it was open’d, 
and Nine or Ten Days after deed anatloer Sheep in an unaccount- 
~Me Manner, and fborriy after Two more Sheep died aijo, none 
*f them having any Marks of a Difeaje . upon ’em, but being 
Sound in all tloerr Parts , as bis Shepherd informs him : He alio 
faith. That his Shepherd tells him, that one other Sheet) was 
taken jirangely, skipping, and jisndtng upon its Head, but in 
half an Hoar war well, and continues fo ; and another Sheep 
was like wife 111 Two or Three Days, but is now well again : 
And Jane Wenham having the Common Fame of a HTtco, he 
docs believe that if they were bewitch d (he did bewitch-tbem. 


There were alfo fwom at the fame Time IVilliam Bur- 
rvtgb's, and Thomat Ireland ; the former (wore to his 
fetching Jane IVenham to Mr. Gardiner's Houfe, as is above 
related, when Anne Thorn was in her Fits ; and that Jane 
ffftnbam had had the Reputation of a Witch for above 
Ten Years lift paft: Thomas Ireland attefted that he met 
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JtneWcnham, within Three Minims of the Tirrff when 
ArmeT^hornlztA lhe Threatened her, but was not any far- 
ther Interrogated at that Time; tlie other Particulars, in 
which he wa« concerned, having been fully depos’d before 
by Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner. 

After this they were difmifs’d, and the Witch delivered 
into theConliable's Hand. The Maid had feveral Hetum* 
of her Fits that Night, but was alwiys recovered out of 
them by Prayers. 

Next Day, being the i<5th, the Reverend Mr. Strutt, 
according to his Promife made to Jane IVcnbam, to try tar 
once more whether lhe could fay the Lord’s- Prayer, went 
down to Walkerne, and call’d upon M r. Gardiner to go with 
him to the Prifoner at the White Horfe in the Town; 
when they were come thither, they found one Mr. Archer 
of Sandon, a Relation of Jane Wenham's , with her; they 
went into a Room, and dtlired that we might be brought 
to them, which being done, Mr. Strutt told her, in the 
Hearing of Mr. Gardiner , that he hoped (he was now in a 
good Temper, and her Head fettled ; meanfwered, yes, and 
that Ihe had a good Nigh f ’s Relf : Then Mr. Strutt reply til, 
that he was come according to his Promife, to fee whether 
ihe could lay the Lord’s- Prayer ; (he anfwered lhe believed 
fhe could, for (lie had try’d feveral Times in the Night, 
and (he made no doubt but (lie could fay it, and accord- 
ingly (he dTay’d feveral Times to do it, but could not, nu- 
king the fame Blunders as before, tho‘ fhe could repeat the 
rdf of the Prayer perfectly. well: After this jane IFetdram 
was asked whether file bad any Hand in bewitching Arms 
Horn ( To which at firlf (lie gave nopofitive Anfwer;but 
upon Mr. Strutt* s telling her, that if fhe was Guilty of 
fuch a vile Fadf, it would be the bell Thing fhe could do, 
both for the Salvation of her own Soul, and the Good 
of others, to confers ; then fhe began to relent a little, 
and dclired Mr. Strutt to go with her into another Pri- 
vate Room, and fhe would declare to him what fee hai 
to fay; but he being defirous that Mr. Gardiner , the Mi- 
nilferofthe Parilh, and her own Kinfman Archer, fhould 
hear all, prefs’d that they might be prefent, which ftr 
confented to ; and before Mr. Gardiner, and her Cokh 
Archer, Mr. Strutt tirlf asked her lincereiy to tell him. 
Whether fhe wa* a Witch? She laid fhe was; then 
he asked her again. Whether (he had not a Hand in be- 
witching Anne 7 horn ? She bdfl file had a Hand in bo- 
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witching Anne Thorn, but there was another who was a$ 
deep in it as herfjlf : Then he asked her what induced her 
to do fuch a Wicked Adt ? She reply d, the Girl had once 
vexed her. Then it was thought (it to ask her, whether ; 
(he did not meet Anne Thorn on 'l He f day Morning as (he 
came from Mrs. Adams’ s, and Threaten her, as (he, the fald 
Anne Thorn, told har Mittrefs ? She anfwered (he was not 
at Home at that Time ; Mr. Strutt asked her if it was not 
herfelf, whether it was not her Familiar in her Shape ? 
She confefs’d it was her Familiar in her Shape. After 
this Confellion in general, that (he was a Witch, and had 
bewitched Anne Thorn in particular, they asked her farther 
how long (he had lived in this Courfe of Witchcraft ? 
She anfwered above Sixteen Years ; and that it was before 
hex firli Husband died, who came to a very Miferable 
End, and wasfuppofed to have been bewitched by her. 
Then they asked her what it was that induced her to enter 
into this Familiarity with the Devil ? She laid it was a 
Malicious and Wicked Mind ; for when any of her Neigh- 
bours vex d her Iheufed horrid Cur(es, and Imprecations, 
on which the Devil took Ad vaitage over her: After this 
they defired her to inform them who were her Confede- 
rate s ? She named Three Women ot fP alkyrne. 

T his is an exadt Account of her Ccnfeflion, as Mr. Gar- 
diner added it to his former Information upon Oath ; and 
Mr. Strutt alfo affirmed to me to be true, and gave it in 
Evidence afterwards at the Allizes, of which mote when I 
we come to the Trial ; Mr. Archer , her Kiofman, was fo 
fully fatished with this free and uncontirained Coiifeflion, i 
that he declared he had sot one Word more to (ay in her ] 


Behalf. 

Mr. &/•«*» and Mr. Gardiner thought themfelves obliged 
to acquaint Sir Henry Chmncy with what had pafsjd, and 
came to him, and told him what (he had cnnfefs’d, and 
whom (he had accufcd of being her Accomplices •, leaving 
it to him to do what he thought good in the Matter; Sir 
Henry immediately (ent a Warrant for the Three Women 
whom (he had named, and- they were brought to 4rdley- 
Bury ; Jane IPenbam was alfo fent for, as were Mr. Gardiner , 
Mrs. Gardiner , and the Girl ; Jane IVcnlsam was put i*o a 
(eparate Room from the reft, and privately examined by 
Sir Henry , but could Hx no one particular Fadf upon any 
one of thofe whom (he accufed : In the mean Time Anna 
Thorn was in as V iplcnt a Fit as any (he had bad yet, and her 
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Kvesfaft clofcd, every one of thefe Women was brought 
to V ( he Maid, touched her, and fpoke to her, but Ihe rook 
not the lead Notice of them. After this Jant ITtnhjm 
was brought privately to her, and immediately the flew up 
with great Strength and Fury, crying out, What, an yon 
come to I rrmtHi me S And would have fcratched her 
as formerly : Alter this the Women were dilchargcd till 
iarthrr Lvidence Ihould come in againfl them. 

Come we now to the Poor Maid, who is to fuffer (HU 
more and greater Pams, and tollruggle With more Violent 
Temptations than before: After her R. turn Home 

from Sir Henry Chutney's. Ihe continued very reltl fs, and 
wanted to go out, but they would not furfer her : It was 
obl'erved that Ihe did not txrint as ufual to Houie, 

and being asked the ReaUm of it, Ihe laid famlVenbam 
would not let h-r ; Ihe had feveral Fits that Day, ( tor 
whenever Ihe left oft R ading a Fit came upon her, ) but 
was conllanrly recovered by P.ayers : About 7 or 8 at Night 
(he faid (he faw Tilings like Cats ai^r to her, telling her 
the mult go ; the laid alfo, that always belore a Fit Ihe faw 
a Car, which would not only appear to her, but f|>eak, 
and tell her feveral Things, tempting her to go out of 
Doors. It was alfo taken Notice of, that a dilmal Node 
of Cats was at that Time, and feveral Times after, he-nd 
about the Houfe, fometimes their Cry refembling thatiof 
Young Children, at other Times they made a Helldh No le. 
to which nothing can be r fembled ; this was accompany d 
by Scratching, heard by all that were in the Houle, under 
the Windows, and at the Doors, whicn Iturtlcd and at* 
frighted them all to a gr-at degree ; and feveral People, 
particularly Jamet Burvile , 1 bonus Inland, and others, faw 
thefe Cats, fometimes Three or Four in a Company, which 
would run to funt IJfcnbjm $ Houle whenever any Lody 
came up to them ; Mr. Chantey heating a knocking at the 
Door, went out with Burvile , (Sir Henry Cbattncy s 

Man,) and faw Two or Three of them fo near him, that 
he fuppos'd they were not above half a Yard before him; 
he endeavouicd to (trike at them, but his Arm was hay d, 
and he had no Power to touch them, tho’ they flood flaring 

V jnt IVenham had faid to Mr .Gardiner, and others, that 
the Maid Ihould be mil that Night; and fo it had like to 
have proved in that Senle ot the Word, in which it is 
ulual to comfort the near Relations of one lately deccafed, 
by laying bt is mil ; for now Ihe had another violent^ it. 
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from which, no, not Prayers, that never-before failing Re- 
medy, could relieve her ; Ihe was cold as a Dead Corpfc, her 
Jaws were fallen, her Nol'e pinched, her Pulfe gone, and 
feveral that applied their Mouths to hers, affirmed there 
was not the leaf: Breath coming from her ; Mr. Gardiner 
had recommended her Soul to God; and all that faw her, 

( who were very many of the Neighbours,) fuppos’d her 
really dead, ffie lying without any Motion or Heat, or o- 
ther Symptom of Life ; Mr. Strutt alfo was prefent, and 
joined with them in Prayer till there were no Hopes ; at laft 
« was refolved to fend for Jane Wenbam, tho’ it was then 
very late at Night ; asfoon as (he came into the Room the 
Maid fianed up, and flew at her with amazing Strength and 
Fiercer, e'r, faying, as before. Are you come again to Torment 
m.<’ Til have your Blood, and tear you to pieces • which ffie 
would have done if ffie had not been kept down by main 
Force of Three or Four Men, who could hardly hold her ; 
immediately after this ffie was well again, having a lively 
Colour in her Cheeks: A convincing Proof this, ( with 
Submiffi o i to the Freer Thoughts of thofe Men, who, to 
avoid the Beltef of one Thing, becaufe they fee fomr Difficul- 
ties m it, run into a Ihoufand Abfurdities on the other 
Hand;) a convincing Proof this, I fay, that it was neither 
any Natural Diflemperthit produced thefe wonderful Ef- 
fects, nor yet any Trick or Cheat put upon the many Sp-dfa- 
tprs. For admitting that an Hysterical Fit might reduce a 
Patient to the Condition this-Girl was in before the Witch 
came into the Room, was it ever known that any Perfon 
was fo fuddenly reaovered by ordinary Means from fuch a 
State? Or foppofing the Maid had a' Defire to counterfeit, 
is it poffible to counterfeit Death itfelf, and adt it fo 
well, that neither Hear, Breath, ilor Pulfe, ffiall be dif- 
cerned by Twenty Pei Tons rhar arc prefent, and ufc all 
tiieu Endeavours to perceive either of thefe, but cannot 
hnd em . J mull confefs 1 find no Difficulty in believing', 
the Power of Evil Spirits and Witches, fo great as that of 
attributing thefe Appearances either to the Eff-dts of a 
Natireal DiLafe, or to the Dexterity of a Counterfeit; 

' herea £ ter : Let us n »w go on with the Re- 

H Events, " hlch be g'« to thicken upon 

us apace, every Hour almoft affording fomething Hill more 

a^nanj. As Mr. Cbamcy was talking with 

& SS f 1 ' 11 "? h SS ,0 “ ke of tht Chatm, and re- 
Icafc the Maid from her Torments, if it was in her Power, 

(as J 


(as (he Teem’d to hint it was, by faying the Girl ftiould be 
well, ) he obferved, 7 bat a Pin came into her Fingers, ( I 
make ufe of hisown Words, which I now tranferibe from an 
Account of this Matter, written by his own Handfheknew 
not how, for he very jure (he pluck’d it out nowhere, nor 
had it in her Hands before ; at which he fnatch'd it from her , 
faying , Are you going to bewitch her again with this Pin f 
And the Maid crying out for her Blood, he fcofejane Wenham’/ 
Arm, and ran the Pin into it Six or Seven Times, finding Jhe 
never winced for it, but held her Arm as fiill as if nothing had 
been done to it ; and feeing no Blood come, he ran it in a great 
many Times more, Jtill no Blood came, but (he food tailing, and 
never minded it ; then again he ran it in fever al limes more' 
atlafl he li ft it in her Arm , that all the Company might fee it 
run up to the Head ; and when be pluck'd it out before them 
all , there jufi appeared a little thin IValr.y Serum , but nothing 
that you can call Blood. Thus far Mr. Chauncy, after this 
Jane Wenham was fent away, who pafs’d the relt of the 
Night in Singing and Dancing, as (he had done Tome Nights 


oetore, laying, tne ivura uiuuiu oc wen uw I'Nigm. 

After this the Maid had one Fit more, but was recovered 
out of it by Prayer, and continued fo well that (he could 
walk about, and refted pretty well till Nine or Ten in the 
Mining, when (he had another Fit, but was recovered out 
of it alio by Prayers. 

Towards the Evening of the next Day, being Sunday the 
17th of Feb. her Fits came on her very thick, and Mr. 'Chaim, 
cy hrft perceived Pins which were brought to her Hands by 
inviiible Means , this alfo George Chapman, and afterwards 
many others, too'. 4 notice of, tho’ Care had been taken that 
not a Pin was in any of her Cloaths, ( the Reafon of which 
was, becaufe, (he (aid, (he was often tempted to deftroy 
herfelf by Pins.) When fhe had got a Pin, (he was obferved 
to (mile, and look very pleafant, and afterwards would 
(lily convey it to her Mouth ; Mr. Chauncy took feverat 
from her, not without great Difficulty, (he clenching her 
Hands very fa(t to hold ’em ; Five of them he kept, and 
would have produced in Court, but the Judge did not 
think it neceffary : After he had taken fevrral from; her, 
which llie would hud in her - Hair, in her Gown, on her 
Apron, and in any Place where Ihe laid her Hand, George 
Chapman took from her another; they were alkveiy crook- 
ed : After this her Hands were ty’d down, and ihe was 
pinion’d in the fame Manner as we pinion condemned Ma- 

D 2 lefa&ors 
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lefa&ors, yet (he would endeavour to get her Hands to 
her Mouth ; then they ty'd her Hands behind her, but 
(fill they obferved, by the Motion of her Mouth and 
Throat, that fhe feemed to receive and fwallow fome- 
thing, on which George Chapman clapt his Hand to her 
Mouth, and ("aid that he plainly felt a Pin ftriking againft 
his Hands ; and altho’ feveral Times they faw the Pins, 
yet they could catch them no more, they being as ftrangely 
convey'd away as they came: This fad Sight concerned 
Mrs. Gardiner more than all that had paft, and made her 
defpair of her Maid’s Life ; and being tired out with Grief 
and Fatigue, (he withdrew herfelf and Children to a Neigh- 
bour’s Houfe, not being able to bear fuch fad Sights any 
longer. 


This Evening they were advifed to take fome of the 
Girl’s Urine, and put it into a Stone-bottle, tye the Cork 
down, and fet it over the Fire, which they did, and fent to 
the Houfe where the Witfch was one that fhould obferve 
whether (he (hew’d any more than ordinary Uncafinefs ; it 1 
wa r found that exactly at that Time fhe feem'din great Pain, 
and (lied Tears plentifully, ( which fhe never was obferved 
to do before or lince,) and continued feemingly in Mifery 
and Torture till the Time that the Bottle flew with a Re- 
port as great as that of a Piflol, and then fhe was very Mer- 
ry* Singing and Dancing, as before: It was alfo taken No- 
tice of by T wo Men that fat up with Jane IVenham , that in 
the Evening fhe pull’d our her Pin-Cufhion, which was 
fluck full of Pins, and that in the Morning when fh$ pro- 
duced it again they were all gone, and fhe wanted a Pin to 
pin up her Gown. Thefe Men farther ^id, that they ob- 
ferved that fhe had often crooked Pins in her Mouth, 
with what Defign, or to what Purpofe, they knew not ; 
but I think we may reafonably conjecture when we 
conuder the Condition of the Unhappy Maid, who conti- 
nued finding Pins where-ever fhe cafl her Eyes ; and 
when (he was put to Bed, and her Hands ty’d down, 
fhe was feen to lick feveral off the Pillows, fo that they 
were forced narrowly to watch her : The Noifes of feream- 
*ng of Cats, and fcratching at the Windows and Doors, 
(ill continued, but the Girl had no farther Harm that 
Night. 

It was thought high Time to put the Mittimus in Exe- 
T^'VvP 111 ^ en ^ am t ( who had been refpited for 
° \ f s u P° n her Confeflion, ) and to fend her to Gaol ; 

but 
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but before the went off, Mr. Gardiner , Mr. Strutt, 
Mr. Chimney, and Mr. Bragge, went together to her at the 
Wkiu-Horfe , where Mr. Strutt put her in Mind of her for-' 
trier Confefliop, and perfuaded her to give Glory to God 
by a full and lincere Difcovery ; but to no Purpofe, fhe 
being full ol Equivocations, and Evafions, now confeffing, 
and anon denying what (he had confeft. She was particu- 
larly asked in what Manner (he made a Contract with the 
Devil ? But we could make nothing of her Anl'wer, fave 
that an Old Man did Spit upon her. Being again delired by 
Mr. Strutt to tell him exactly, to the bell of her Remem- 
brance, the Time when fhe entred into Covenant with 
Satan? She (aid it was above Sixteen Years ago. She 
owned alfo, as before, that it was an envious and wicked 
Mind that gave the Devil this Advantage over her. Being 
asked more particularly, (he would give us no diredf An- 
fwer, but taid we lay in wait for her Life, and would 
hang her from her own M orth. After this her Daughter 
came to her. and brought her a Comm on- Prayer-Book,, 
which (he with Tears delired her to make the bell Ule ot 
that (he could, and to prepare for Death by Repentance. 
But the Mother, inllead of I he Wing the lead Signs of a re- 
lenting Mind, or Concern for the fad Condition ihe was in, 
gave her. Daughter luch a bafe, wicked Look, as I am not 
able to ddcribe, and bad her mind what (he Paid to her 
about fome Flax, Hemp, and other Goods, which (he dif- 
pofed of with the greatell Unconcernedneft, and away (he 
went. I think its proper lure to inferr the Informations 
of the Two Men that conduced her to Prifon, as they 
were taken afterwards before Sir Henry Chauncy. 

The Information of Uriah Wright otWal- 
kerne, againft Jane U enhani, taken be- 
fore Sir Henry Ch annoy } Kt. this 22 th 
Day of February , 1 7 1 1 - 1 2 . 

JJRiah ff'right of Walkerne faith upon Oath, That on San- 
day lafl was Sevennight be asked Jane Wenham whether 
[he bad feen the Devil or no ? She , the laid Jane Wenham, an- 
swered, (he had feen him fallowing her when Jfji has lookd 
over her Shoulder, and when Jhe turned her J elf round he va- 
nijhed away like a Shadow. "Ibis 
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This Informant fartherfaith, That (be jibe { aid Jane Wen- 
ham told him , that fomething usd to come to her Hottft , and 
give Three Knocks emd jumble at the Door ; that (be k/tew it 
tew/ he (meaning the Devil,) and that he ( meaning the Devil ) 
could have had her hang herjilf in the Buttery , or drown her- 
felf in the River. 

This Informant farther faith, That jhe , the faid Jane 
Wenham, bath for many Tears been reputed a Witch. 


The Information of Thomas Harvey of 
• Walkerne. x 



Information of Uriah Wright, and that jane Wenham has 
been reputed a Witch thefe Ten Tears. 


I have inferted thefe Informations, not becaufe I think 
’em very material, biyt chiefly becaufe I would give the 
Reader the Sum of all the Informations, and (hall nor elfe- 
where meet with fo proper an»Opportunity of mentioning 
thefe. 

Leave we now Jane Wenham in the Gaoler’s Cuflody, and 
let us fee what Is done at Home. Anne Thorn continued } 
to have her Firs, but was recovered as ufual by Prayers ; • 
and this Night was a Difcovery made more furprizing 
than any Thing that has been yet related. As thefe unac- 
countable PafTages brought to Mind feveral Old Stories of 
Witches, it was among other Things remembered, that 
flange Things have been found in the Pillow of the Perfon 
bewitch’d. This put their Curinfity upon (earching the 
Maid’s Pillow, ( which I muft obferve was a little Down 
Pillow, vyhjch Mrs. Gardiner had herlelf newly fluffed ) 
This was accordingly done, and there was found in the 
Down a great rnaiiy Cakes of fmall Feathers, fo clofely# 
joined together, that an ordinary Free could nor pull them 
afunder. The particular Account of this furptiziog Appea- 
rance tire Reader may expeft when we come to (peak of 
Mr. Bragge's Evidence a: the Trial, fie having (pent half an 
Hour the next M ining in viewing and comparing Two 
or thefe Cakes to each other, with a more than ordinary 

Curi- 
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Curiofity. Mr. Bragge was very defirous to have fame of 
thcfe Cakes preferved, in order to be produced in Court 
but was over-ruled by others, who not without Reafon 
fuppofing this to be the Charm, would have it all bumr, in 
hopes the Effedsof it might ceafc. And it is remarkable' 
that after the burning thefe Feathers the Maid was better* 
and had no more Firs till theAflizes: But dill was di- 
liurbed with theNoifeof Scratches, and Appearances of 
Cats, till Mr. CbJuncy kill d one of them which knocked af 
the Door, and after that the difmal Cries ceafed. T 

I cannot here omir one Parr of the Additional Informa- 
tion of AnncTbom, taken before Sir Henry Chauncy March 
the i ft. 

She fays, That in the Morning of the 26th of February at 
fije was tying in Bid, the faw a Cat fining in the Window, 
which Jpokje to her , and told her /he Jhould have more Pins • an} 
that cajiing her Eyes on the Sheets, the faw a large ertioked Pm 
hut would not touch it, and bid her Head in the Bed c loath s * 
and Joon after that look'd in the Jam Place, and the Pin was 
gone, as was the Cat alfo. 

She lays atlo, That on Friday the 29th of February, in the 
Afternoon, Jane Wenham appeared to her at tbi Window and 
call’d to her , bidding her come out of the Doors, but Jhe told 
her (he would not cotnc , and repeated the Lord’s Prayer t that 
, " fn Jane Wenham dif appeared, but afterwards came Twice to 
the Window again, and finding her Reading , went away, and 
troubled her no more. 

I have now Hnifhed my Relation of what part before the 
Trial, and tor the lake of Brevity, and to prevent Repeti- 
tions, I have call the whole Subftance of the Informations 
into the Form of a continued Narrative, but with that 
Caie and Caution, that as nothing that was fworn to is 
omitted, fo neither is any Thing material related, but 
what is upon Oath. Come we now to the Proceedings at the 
Auizes. W e found great Difficulties at the very lirft, moil 
People who had feen nothing of it themfelves, nor heard 
any Thing, but imperfc <3 Stories, and flying Reports, be- 
ing very inclinable to believe nothing at all of it ; but this 
did not 10 much difeourage us, as a Mifiake whicn we have 
too much Realon to believe was wilful, in laying the In- 
dUment. We were told very confidently, that if we laid 
tor bewitching Anne Thorn it would not amount to Fe- 
lony, 
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lonyi the bting alive, altho’ with Submiffion to that Gen* ; 
fteman’s Knowledge in the Law, there are many Inftances 
to the contrary. I (hall mention bur one, Julian Cox was 
Indidbed at the Summer Affizesa t Taunton, in Somer fit [hire, 
in the Year 1 663, before Judge Archer, for praciifing Witch- 
craft upon a Tome Maid , whereby her Body languifhed , and 
was impaired of Health, by Rea fin of ftrange Fits, upon Ac- 
count of the / 'aid Witchcraft, ( which was exadbly our Cafe,) 
and was upon that Indidbment found Guilty, and executed 
Three or Four Days after. But it feems we were not fuf- 
fer’d to lay our Indidbment thus ; nay, we were told by 
the Pcrfon, whofe Bulinefs it was to draw it up, that he 
neither could, nor would , lay it fo ; and afterwards, when 
we came into Court, we found, to our great Surprize, 
that (he was Indidbed only for converting familiarly with the 
Ttcvil in the Shape of a Cat, and not a Word, as we could hear , 
of Anne Thorn. 

However, we thought ourfelves able to prove even this 
by Two or Three Witneffes, the main of our mod pofitive 
Evidence being now made meerly Ctrcumftantial. When 
the Bill was presented to the Grand-Jury Anne Thorn was 
in a Fit, occalioned by the Sight of Jane Wenham in the 
Court, when the Witneffes were there fworn to the Evi- 
dence they (hould give the Grand-Inqueft, but was foon 
recovered out of it by Prayer, and was well enough to give 
her Evidence to the Grand- Jury, as did Four 01 Five more 
of the Principal Witneffes, and the Bill was foon found to 
be true. 

About Nine in the Morning, March the 4th, the Trial 
came on before Mr. Jullice Powell. After the ufual Forma- 
lities, and the Prifoner having pleaded not Guilty, and put 
herfelf on her Trial, the Jury were fworn, and the Witnef- 
fes called over, being Sixteen in all. 

The tirli Evidence that wasf-om was Annelhorn , who 
going to relate what had happened to her, fell into a Fit, 
being taken Speechlefs, with violent Convuliions, and was 
very ftrong ; my Lord faid, that lie never heard that in any 
Witches Trial before the Perfon afflidbed fell into a Fit in 
Court ; but for the Satisfaction of the Jury he permitted 
the Prifoner to be brought near her, and to fpeak to her, 
upon which the Girl flew at her with great Fury, as - 
ufual. 

Then Mrs. Gardiner was fworn, who gave a very full 
and exadb Account of what had palled to her ; leaving 

the 



' were brought to her Servant, »« f>»«nce 

was lone, and very particular, being the lame m Sub. nee 
With the above-wiitten Niirative. In the mean Time 
Anne Thorn had another Fir, and it being propohd that 
’ flie might be pray'd for in Court, my Lord at prelent 
was unwilling, faying, Me will come to herfelf by and 

^The next Evidence was the Reverend Mr. Gardiner , 
Redior of Walkm, who related the Quarrel between John 
CHrpman and thePrifoner, which was referred to him, tol4 
the Story of Anne Tbotn'% running the lirll Time to fetch 
Sticks, and the Prifoner’s coming in when they were burn- 
ing, proceeded to all the Particulars, and concluded with 
the above-mentioned Account of her Confeflion to him, 
and Mr. Strutt, he having been an Eye-wirnels to all the 

' ''"The next was the Reverend Mr. Robert Strut t^ Vi#ar of 
Ardley, who attelled the Prifonei’s Confellion at large, 

1 and depofed, that he was prelent, and faw Anne Thorn in 
fcvcral of her grievous Fits, out ot which lhe was recovered 
by PraVer ; he faid alfo that he tried the Prifoner often to 
: fee whether fhe could fay the Lord’s Prayer, and that (he 
could not do It, naming the S:ntenc:s fhe could not lay. 
When he was talking 6? the Recovery of Anne Thorn out ot 
her Fits by Prayer, my Lord asked him what Piayers jv^rc 
ufed ? He ahfwercd, feveral out of the Office forthe yllita- 
rion of the Sick, and other Parts of the Common-Prayer. 
My Lord was plcafed to fay, That he had heard there were 
Forms of Exotcijm in the Rotni/h Liturgy , hut knew not that We 
had any ftich in our Church, However , he was glad td find 
there Was fuch Virtue in our Prayers. 

Afterwards Anne Thorn continuing in tier Fit, the Reve- 
rend Mr. Chifhull offer’d, and' was permitted to pray ; 
he ufed that Form in the Office for the Vifitation or the 

* Sick which begins, The Almighty Lord , who it a Jtrong 
c Tower , &c. and repeated the Lord’s Prayer, upon which 

* the Colour came into the Maid’s Cheeks, and the Jury* ana 

* others that were near her, heard her diffinftly repeat the 
3 Petitions of the Lord's-Prayer after the Miniller. It wa * 
1 cxtreamly well taken by all true Lovers of the Church 

that Mr. Chijhull fliould offer his Affillance at that 
Time, when its Prayers wete ridicul’d by too many 

* that were ptefent, though indeed his aaing in this 
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Cafe was but agreeable to the reft of his fliining Cha. 

ra^p. 

Another Witnefs was Mr. Arthur Chauncy^who depofed, 
that lie was prefent at the Second Time of Anne iborn's 
running for Sticks : that then the went no farther than the 
bottom of IVbite-Hill, her Strength failing her, ( as is above 
related ; ) that he fotlowed Anne Thorn at a Diltance when 
the went the Third Time, but behind an Hedge, fo that 
(he did not fee him ; that he taw her go to the Tree, pull 
off the Sticks, wrap ’em in her Apron, and come running 
Home. That when (he fell down, he and Thomas Ireland 
took her in their Anns, and brought her Home ; that (he 
was forced from them, and went over a Five-Bar-Gate as 
nimbly as a Greyhound , which Words iny Lord taking No- 
tice of, he again affirmed upon his Oath, that (he went 
over as ftviftly a$ ever he had feen a Greyhound leap over 
fuch a Gate. That he Had feen Anne Thorn in feveral of 
her Fits, and that (he always recovered upon Pr yers, or 
Jane Wenham’s coming to her ; and particularly related at 
large an Account of the greateft Fit of all, when (he was 
given over for Dead, but recovered upon tae Approach of 
thePrifoner, altho’ at that Time Prayers were fufficient. 
He related, that he prick’d the Prifoner feveral times in the 
Arm, but could fetch no Blood from her. That he faw 
Pins in the Hands of Anne Thom , when there were hone In 
her.Cloaths, nor anywhere within her Reach ; that he 
took feveral of thefe Pins from her, which he was ready: 
reproduce. The'fudge told him that was needle fs, he f up* 
fojed they wert crook d Fins. Then Mr. Cbauncy pr >ceeding to 
relate, that upon hearing a great Noife of Cats fc# earning 
about the Houfe, he'wcnt out kveral times, and faw feve- 
ral of them together ; that he heard them cry fometimes 
like Children ^ that Once he was not able to ftrike them, 
but afterwards he kill’d one of them. Being asked with 
what? Heaniwered, with a Sctting-ftaff. He faid alto, 
that he faw the Feathers taken out of the Maid's Pillow : 
that there were ieveWl little Cakes of Feathers nicely joined 
together, and io ftrongly cemented, that the rtrft Night 
they Were taken out of the Pillow he try’d to pull them 
afunder, but could not do it, and for a farther Account of 
this, referred htmfelf to 

The next that was fworn, Mr. Francis Braaae. who be- 
V, n , Z. 0 rc a ^ e r £ at be was prefent the hrit Time of the 
Maid s running for Sticks, &c, but was interrupted by the 

Judge, 
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Judge, and asked whether he had any new Matter which 
was not already fworn to ? He snfwered, he had foroething 
new ro offer; being dire&ed to proceed, he faid, that on 
Tucfday the 19th of February, he (having heard that Grange 
C k;s of Feathers were tak n out of Anne Thorn's Pillow the 
Night b fore) was defirous to fee them. That he went in- 
to the Room wh:re thefe Feathers were, and took Two of _ 
the Cakes, and compared them together. He faid they 
were horh of a f irctilar Figure, foniething larger than a 
Crown Piece. That he obkrved the fmall Feathers were 
plac’d in a Nice and Curious Order, at equal pittances from 
each other, making fo many Radii of the Circle, in the 
Center of which the Quill-ends of the Feathers mer. That 
he counted the Number of thefe Feathers, and found 
them to be 32 in each Cake. That afterwards he endea- 
voured to pull off Two or Three of them, andoblerved 
that they were fattned together by a fort of Vifcous Mat- 
ter, which would ftretch Seven of Eight Inches in a fine 
Thread before it broke. That .having taken off ieveral 
of thefe Feathers, he removed with his Finger that Vifcous 
Matter, and found under it, in the Center, fome inort 
Hairs, Black and Grey, matted together, which lie does be- 
lieve 10 be Cats Hairs. Upon Examination of the other 
Cake, he found it exadily refembling the former in all its 
Parts. He faid he did not examine any move of them, 
but they feem’d to be all alike, and that lie fa w Ten or 
Twelve of them. He faid alfo that Jane fVcnham confefs d 
to him that (he had p radii fed Witchcraft thefe Sixteen 
Years. I have been the larger in relating the Evidence of 
this VVitnefs, breaufe he gave in no written Information 
before Sir Henry Cbauncy. 

My Lord (aid, that he wiffi’d he could fee an Enchanted 
Feither; and feem’d to wonder that none of thele ttrange 
Cakes were preferved ; and a-k’d the Witnefs why he did 
not keep One or Two of them? He anfwered, he would 
have done it, but was not permitted, they being of Opi- 
nion that th* Maid might be eafed if they were all 

Th' n was fworn Mr. Tfemar Adams, Junior, of JVjlk^rm , 
wliofe Evidence wasexadfclyyhe fame with his Information 
above tranfaibrd. „ , ' 

Then came Matthetv Gilfton, who told the Story ot his 
running for a Ptny worth of Straw; adding oil Circum- 
ftance, which was omitted in his above-mentioned 1 .for- 
• E 2 mation, 
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nation, viz, that when upon his asking for a Penyworth 
of Straw at blunder's- Hill , they retufed to give him 
any, he law the Old Woman intheRiding-hood again, and 
that (he di reded him to the Dung-heaps, from whence he 
brought Hum; the Straw in his Shirt ; all the red of his , 
Evidence was the fame with his Information. 

• Another Evidence was John Chapman of Wal kerne, who 
faid that he had for many Years fufpeifbd the Prifoner to 
be a Witch ; that the Reafon why he did fo was becaufehe 
co tftantly found, whenever (he had threatned him, that 
hisHorfrs, or other of his Cattle, dy’d Krangely, without 
any Signs of a Natural Difeafe, and that he believ'd he had 
loti above Two Hundred Pound by her in a very (hort 
Time. 

Afterwards was (worn Sufdn Aylott, who depofed, that 
Richard Harvey's Wife, and alfo her Child, were bewitched 
to Death by the Prifoner, her Evidence being the fame 
with her Information. 

£ lizabetb Field was alfo fworn. She faid that about Nine 
Years ago (he had a Nurfe-child, and that one Day the 
Prifoner came and (boaked the Child, faying, it was a 
curious Child, or Words to that Purpofe; that foon after- 
wards, in the Evening of the fameDiy, the Child was 
taken itrangely ill. one of her Legs being fo diliorted, that 
the Toes were turned back behind the Heel ; that in Two 
Days Time that Leg was well, and the oth. r diliorted in 1 
the fame Manner as the firil had been. That afterwards | 
the Child had ilrange Fits, and Convulfions at Times, . 
and pined away till (he died ; that lhe always thought the i 
Child was Bewitched by Jane lVtnham , the Prifoner at the 
Ear. Being asked why the did riot Prefecute her ijnmedi- 
ate)y after? Sbeanfwrred, fli: was a Poor Woman, and 
the Child had t o Friends able to bear the Charges of 
fuch a Profccuti'W. Being ag:- in asked whether (he was 
grown Rich (i'ce ? She (aid lhe was Kill very Poor, but 
this Oppouunity prefenting itfelf, (he laid hold of it to 
give her Evidence. 

William Burroughs being Sworn, faid, that he had feen 
Anne Thorn in fevcral of her Fits ; that he twice brought the 
Prifoner to her, and that both Times (he recovered imme- 
and flew at her to fcrarch her ; he faid alfo that 
the Prifoner was one of a very ill Reputation, and that he. 
and fsveral others of the Neighbourhood, hid fufpe&ed 
her to be a Witch for many Years. 


Thomas 
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Ihomat Ireland was the next Sworn, who attefled that 
he had been all along an Eye-witnefs to the whole Courfe 
of the Maid's Diforder; that he had feen her recover out of 
her Fits at the Approach of the Prifoner ; that he faw Jane 
Wenbam within Three Minutes of the Time when Anne 
Thorn had (aid that (he threatned her it fhould be worfc 
with her than it had been yet : That he hearing a Noife of 
Cats crying and fqreaming about the Houfe feveral Times, 
went out, and faw feveral of them, which made towards 
Jane MWi Houfe; that he faw a Cat with a Face like 
Jane Wenbam', that he, with Mr. Chauncy t was not able 
to fcrce Anne 'limn through the Gate which was open, but 
(he went over the other very fwjftly: This I think was 
the Sum of his Evidence. 

James Burvile was alfb Sworn, who laid, That hearing 
the Soatchings and Ncifes of Cats, he went out, and faw 
feveral of them: that one of them had a Face like Jane 
Wenbam ; that h: was prefent feveral Times when Ann'- 
Thorn faid (he faw Cats about her Bed ; and more he would 
have attefted, but this was thought diffident by the Court. 

Uriah Wright, and Thomas flamy, being Sworn, at- 
tefled the Subflance of their Informations above inferted, 
and added, that they asked the Prifoner in what Shape the 
Devil ufed to appear to her ? And (he faid (he fancied him 
to be a Cat. , , _ . , 

Jhis is a fhort Account of the Evidence given at the 
Trial, which the Reader mufi perceive that I have de- 
(ignedly abbreviated, led he (hould be cloy’d with the 
fame Things too often repeated. 

Afterwards the Prifoner faying little forherfelf, but that 
{he was a Clear Women, the Judges fummed up the Evi- 
dence to the Jury in a (Iron Speech, and left it to them, 
whether it was Efficient to takeaway the Prifoner’s Life 
upon the Indl&ment : The Jury deliring fome Time to 
confider of it, the Court adjourned till Three in the After- 
noon, (it being now pad One,) and then the Jury returned^ 
and brought in their Verdicf, that the Prifoner was Guilty 
upon the Evidence. My Lord then arked them whether 
they found her Guilty upon the Indldtmcnt for cotiverfing 
with the Devil in the Shape of a Cat ; the Foreman an- 
swered, We find ber Guilty of that: Upon this Verdin the " 
prifoner receiv’d Sentence of Death, but was Reprieved 
till further Orders. 


The 


The Reader may obferve, by this Narrative! every Cir- 
cumdance, of which was over and over Sworn to in Court, . 
thar there were Three Things which fixed this Witch-; 
craft upon the Prifoner: iff, Her threatniug Anne Thru 
after her hr If running -to fetch Sticks, (which was contained 
In Anne Jborn's 1 lfonnation upon Oath, and read in Court, 

(he not being able to give her Evidence becaufe of her 
Fits:) And 2dly, The Maid’s conffant Recovery out of 
them upon jane Woibatris coming to her, and her crying 
out of her in all her Intervals: And ^dly, It was hx’d up- 
on her frill more ftrongly by her own ConfelTon, which j 
was at large atteffed by Mr. Strutt , and Mr. Gardiner , in | 
the Couft ; and as for the Circiun fiance of the Cat there ■ 
were Four Witrieffes to that part of the Charge, p>rf, I 
fay, only of the Charge the Profecuto.s laid upon JaneWen- 
bam , altho’ it was unaccountably made the whole of 
the fndidfmcnt. 

But before I make any more Obfervations upon all thefe 
amazing Circumfiances, I mu ft hear acquaint my Reader, 
that jane IVcnbam, after her Condemnation, told IVilliam 
Eorrougbs of IValbfrne, who went to fee her in Prifon, that 
Atone Thorn fhould not be '-veil yet, and threatned alfo ano- 
ther ot ffV’fcm, viz. Anne Street, (who had been in the 
like Condition with 4 »nc Tmrn for feveral Diys before,) ; 
that (he (hould alfo be worfe : This William Borrougbs at- ‘ 
teded to me with his own Moi-th, and fad Experience j 
proved it to be too true. I Ihali referve the whole Story of 
the Sufferings of Anne Street to an Appendix, and proceed ] 
to relate how the Watches Words were made good to < 
Anne Jborn. 

$o n af er [he was returned from Hertford, on the 5th of 
March, at Night (he faid (he faw Jane IVcnham at the \yin- j 
dqw, that ihe cal'ed toher, faying, I h>dl Torment you to , 
t' gi.-i, and that Night (he had a Terrible Fit, and was of- j 
ten fadly pinched in the Bread, and other Parts of the Bo- j 
dy ; the Marks of which remained very plain for feveral j 
Days ; I mytclf faw one of thefe Marks on her Bread, - 
which was as big as a Sixpence, and turned to a blackifh 
Colour. The next Day (he had many Fits, out of which 
the was recovered by Prayers. Inftcad of having Pins 
prought to her, (he was now tempted todedroy herfelf, by 
a Knife convey’d to her H^nds, (he knew not how, with 
W‘ ich (he was told (he mud kill herfelf. They continu- 
ed praying by her all that Day, yet (he was ever and anon 
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fadlv pinched, and at fuch Times us d to cry out fo lamen- 
tably that it pined all the Beholders. 

There was prefent at one of thtfe Ftts, among many 
others, one that had but little Faith in Things of this 
Nature: but was greatly furpmed, and [thoroughly con- 
vinced, in the following Manner. As flie was Handing by 
the Maid’s Bed (he accidentally clapp d her Hand again* 
the Eed’s-head, which hood clofe to the Wall, and imme- 
diately received Three Blows in the Palm of her Hand-, 
which (he knew could not come from behind the Hang- 
ings, (there being not the leaf! Cav.ty or Hollowne s 
there ) and juft at this Time the Maid pointed earnefily 
that Way. She was vety often pointing to fomePatt of 
other of the Room, crying out, look , ym 

la it } Being asked what? Sometimes (he faid (he faw • 
Dog, fomeiimesa Cat, and fometimes Mother IVcnham in 
her proper Shape ; and thus (he continued gaevoufly tor- 
mented all that Night, often crying out that (he was. pinch- 
ed • and when (he told the Company whereabouts itwaS 
that (he was fo pinched, they would look upon the Place, 
and always found a fre(h Mark o; a Pinch, winch appear d - 
quite Raw, and in a Quarter of an Hour skinndoye. bke a 
dry Burn, and fometimes the Blood would appear jail ready 

t0 The' next Morning (he had another Fit, at which a very 
Ingenious Gentleman, and Able Phyhcian, happened to bfc 
prefent ; his Curiohty bringing lnm a little out-.pf hi« 
Wav to enquire into the Truth of the Story of this 
Witch, which he had heard feveral Ways told, as Things 
ot this Nature generally are. When he faw her in her Fit* 

( which was one of the lead (he ever had,) he try d whe- 
ther he could bring her out of it without Prayers, he took 
a great Feather, which he burning, held under the Maids 
Nofc; and tho* the Stink was fo great that we were not 
able to bear it in the Room, yet the Maid received that 
Urong Steam into her Nofe, without being the lean at- 
fedted with it, as far as we could perceive. I leave it to 
others to determine how far it is potlible in (ucl| a Cate 
to counterfeit, and proceed. The Dodlor felt he! iulfe, 
and examined into as many Particulars as he thought tit, 
in order to fatisfie himlrlf ; and upon the Girl s crying out 
afterwards that (he was pinched, he asked where . And 
(he faying upon her Foot, we all looked, and (aw a treln 
Mark of a Pinch. Out of this Fit the Dodtor faw the 
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Maid recovered by Prayer before he departed. I cannot 
fay that the little he faw thoroughly convinced him, who 
is a profefs’d Unbeliever of Things of this Nature ; but 
thus much he (aid, we might take his Word for, as g Phy- 
lician, That it was no Natural Difiafe under which the Maid 
laboured ; that it muji be either Counterfeit, or Preternatural. 
And upon this lilue we declare ourfelves willing to [rut the 
whole Matter before all the World. 

After this the Maid continued pretty Well, but on Wed- 
nefday , the 12 th of March, (hefaw Jane fPenhatn again ft* 
veral times in the Afternoon, and at Night. She told her 
(he was come to plague her, but the Maid received no 
farther Hurt that Night. The next Day (he faw her again 
in the Shape of a Cat ; I asked her how (he knew that Cat 
to be Mother Wenham'f Shefaid, (he knew it to be her, be- 
caufe the Face of the Cat was like hers, and (he ( the Cat ) 
fpoke to her, and told her (he would torment her. An Hour 
or Two after this, ( (he fays, ) (he faw Jane fTenham in her . 
proper Shape feveral times, and was violently pinched, as 
before ; and that (lie had a Knife conveyed to her Hands, 
and afterwards into her Pocket, (lie knows not how, but 
that (he was tempted to dellroy <herfelf with the Knife. 
She had another (mall Fit that Day, but is much better than 
fhe has been. 

I have now done with the Story of this unhappy Maid, 
whom I doubt not but the Reader fuppofes to be a very 
Melancholy, Fanciful Petfon, and will hardly believe me 
when I allure him that (he Is quite the reverfe of all this* 
But this is really the Cafe, (he is of a very Lively, Brisk 
Temper, never was known to be eafily frighted, and even 
this long Dlforder has not fo far broke her Spirits, but 
whenever (he has a lucid Interval from her Pains, (he is ve- 
ry Chearful and Pleafant, and pleafes herfelf with the Hopes 
that e'er long (he fhall be well. 1 have upon this Occafion 
enquired into other Parts of her Chandler, and find (he 
has a very good one. Her Millrefs fays (he is a diligent and 
faithful Servant, and one that minds good Things, and 
loves to fay her Prayers, and go to Church. She is not yet 
Seventec| Years old, and has feen but little of the World, 
having illver been far from Home. 

Nor can any one imagine that this Young Girl (hould 
be able to contrive and carry on a Cheat fo Nicely, as to de- 
® 1 l e n °t only all the Family where (he lived, but the whole 
Neighbourhood, who were all prefent at fome Part or 
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tnfier of her Difoffcr ? That toe flunild chufe fnch an Unlucky T *e 
for afliog thisPart, as when her Knee was juft ler, rather than whea 
Ihe was ftrong and able to mo, that flic toould be able of herfeff u» 
run at the prodigious Rate Ihe did, not left than Eight or Nine Miles 
fer Hour aid to counterfeit even Death itfclf one Minute, and re- 
port herfelt to Health the very rent, and that fhc fticuld put her- 
felf to all this Trouble lor no Manner of Pleafure or Pn fi', is fo very 
unconceivable, fo wholly unaccountable, tint I mult needs Ctyl Uui 
never have Faith enough to believe futh an Heap of Abfurditics. 

Then, that the l’rifoner too fhotiM come into the Plot again# hcv- 
felf and confcfs that toe had bewitched this Maid, and this without 
any’h'orce, or Conftrainr, any Threading, or other ill UCige, to 
bring her to this Coftftftion, (for the Troth tvf which «ve appeal i» 
Mr. Archer himfelf, her Kinfman, who was prelent when Ihe cotn- 
fcfs’d to Mr. Gardner and Mr. Strutt ,) that fhe ftiould name the vetf 
Time when (he made a League with the Devil, when there was nofudb 
Thing, and by this bring herlell to a toameful Death, is another Dif. 
ficulty, which my free thinking will not fuffer me to fwallow. 

A» for the Character of Jane rfenham, I would not foul my Paper . 
with P, were it not icduflrioufly reported by fome People that know 
nothing of her i only to difcredic aStory, they are unwilling to ihe- 
Jieve that (he i- a very good Woman- If a continued Courfe cf Idle- 
nrfi and Thievery, for many Years together, if the. Character of 4 
Whore, and the Praftice cf common Swearing and Curfing, will de- 
nominate a good Woman, we are willing to allow J are Wenbatn to he 
one ; nay, upon Second Thoughts, we will allow it upon eafier Terns^, 
if (he can fii d any one in the Partftt that will fay thj(g he thinks ltcr 
fo, we will fay fo too : Nay, if (he can perfwade her own Husband 
to fay fo, we will not (land out ; but the Truth of the Bufinrfs is, 
that her neateft Relations thinks (he deferves to die, and that upo* 
Other Accounts than Witchcraft. Cefidrs the many Felonies fhe has 
been fufptfted to have committed, there are more than one that Ihe 
has confcfs'd ; fo that if the Neighbourhood had been dcfirous j» 
trouble her, they nvght have taken a much eafier Courfe, and have 
proved her a Thief with lefs Difficulty than they have convltled hat 
a Witch. In Ihort, thete is rhjs difference between the Character 
of Anne Thorn wi $art Wenhnm, that the former had no Body’s IS 
Word, and the latter no Body's gord one -, and it was obfcrvalde, 
that at the Tryal not one Perfco, no, noi any of her own Children^ 
fo much as appear’d iofpeak to her Reputation. 

Now let the Reader reflect upon the whole Evidence, let him pac 
a^thefe Things together, and we doubt not but he will be (atuiud 
with our Proceedings : We had born with this Woman for maor 
Years after Ihe had been fufpefted by her Witchcrafts to have caufii 
the Death of Three Perfom, a Woman and Two Children - t we had 
born with her Thefts and ill Tongue with a gr car deal of Paticispe - t 
but when Mr. Gardiner law fo many ((range Things in his own HoiAf, 
aod fo much Reafon to think they were orcaftoned by this W' maZt* 
Wickednefs, he would have been warning in hk Duty to'hJs Ne^#U 
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fours, as well as his Cjre for thofe immediately under his Eye, if he 
had not endeavoured in a Legal Manner to bring thefe hidden Works 
«f Darknefs to Light, and a Publick Examination in the face of the 
Otmtrey. 

There are thofe who make a mighty Jefl of the Maid’s Recovery 
out of her Fits by Prayer-, bur to us this is a great Argument that 
thefe Firs were immediately intlifted by Evil Spirits, who are driven 
avr.ty by the Holy Force of Prayer , which our Saviour has fo often 
petcriberl as the bell Remedy againfl the Power and Malice of the 
Civil, and extends even to the calling him out of thofe Poor Crea- 
tures he had poffcfied. This Kind, rfaith our Saviour, fpeaking of 
cafiitig out Devils, goeth not out but by Pajiing and Prayer : Andfta 
what fbould we have Recourfe in fuch Extremities as thefe, but to 
the Almighty Power of God, who, and who odly, is able to proteft 
its againfl the Malice of the Devil ! Such Holy Charms, or Amuleti, 
again! \ Satan, as Prayers are (omewhere Piled by St. An ft in, wear e 
sot atall afhamed to own, kc the Word call ’em Exorcifms, or by 
What other Invidious Names they fliaJ! think fir. 

However, for the Satisfaction of tWr Reader we fhail acquaint hftn 
what thefe Exorcifms and Conjugations were, which had fo good Influ- 
ence where all other Mean; were ineffetlual. 

They were fir fl the Lord's- Prayer, then the Colleft in the Office 
for the Vifttation of the Sick, which begins, 0 Lord , loolg dawn from 
Heaven, &c. the Prayer at the End of the fame ©fire, (with fome 
few Variations,) for Pcrfons troubled in Mind, that in the Litany, ■ 
POod, Merciful Father , tbit defpife/} not the Sighing tf a Contrite Heart , | 
&c. and that at the End, We humbly befeech thee, 0 Father, Sec. I 
yid fom; times that Ecn'diffion in the Office abavemencion’d, Thz 'i 
Almighty Lord, who is a firong Tower , &r. Sometimes we ufed • 
the Colkfls appointed by the Church, for the 4th Sunday after , 
Epiphany, the 2d Sunday in Lent, and the 18 h Sundry afeer I 
Tifrty. Thefe were the Conjurations and Charms that were ufed, ! 
and no other ; a r d Blcflcd be God they were juttified by the-good 
Pffefts that followed. J : 

It may be here obicfled, that fince the Power of Almighcy God is 
Jnfi the, and his Ear always open, to Pious Ptayeri, how came itio 
pifs that in one of the worli Fits this'M aid had Prayers were found 
to be inefTettual ? I anftver, that if we 'may prefume to look into 
cte Secrets of God’s Pto; iJeticcs lo far, the Reafoa feems to be this*, ; 
her not recovering till the Witch came in migh' ferve as a Means the 1 
more fully to convift that Wretched Woman, and by that Means bring ‘ 
her to the Pu- ilhment fo juflly due to her Demerits; and indeed upon 
the Maid’s Karting when Jane Wtnham approached her, tho’lhe 
but j ifl bef >re hid feemed to all that were prefent to be really dead, 
rhe whole Company was fully fatisfied that fhe was indeed call into 
that Deplorab'c Comlition by the Pradliccs of this Wicked Woman. 

That the Calges of Feathtrt found in the Maid’s Pillow were really 
fnpte Devihfh Enchantment, is I think very probable, becatfc other- 
wife no Account can pcfHoly be given how they fhould come there , 
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and it li really ftrange tint the Feathers fhould be fo cloftty knit to- 
gether, and rank’d jn fuch an exatt Mathematical Order. How this 
Ihould rome by Chance ii ai inconceivable to me, at that the 24. 
Letters fhould by meer Accident fall id to One of the Verfei of Vfrfit 
or Haraee. The Vifoous Matter with which thefe Feathers were 
joined puts me in Mind of that Ointment mat e of Dead Mem Fltfli, 
which Mr. Glut} vll, and others, mention as often nfed by Witches. 

I/:innot expert that this Narrative will meet with any Credit I- 
tnong thofe tvho are rcfolved again)! all Teltimony, thit of the Holy 
Scriptures not excepxd, never to believe that there are any futh Per- 
lonsas Witches, bat I hope it will fully latishe all others, that in this 
Profecntion nothing was done but upon good Grounds ; and having 
now fairly reprefemed our Doing! cp the World, we fubmit ourfelves 
to the Reader’s Impartial Judgment, aOd reft fully fatiified in having 
difeharged our Duties. And thus, 

Literwirrtus animus Niflras. 

APPENDIX. 

Containing an Account of the Suffering of Anns 
Street, by the Witchcrafts of Jane Wenham. 

H A*ing promis’d to give the Reader a particular Account of jtnnc 
Street’s Diforder, I come now t o perform it ; I muft ptemife, 
that this Anne Street was a very brisk healthful Maid before the had 
thefe Fits, which do not in the leaft refemble Fit! of the Mother, 
or any Natural DiTeafe : I had this Account from her own Mouth ; 
and altho’ it has not been yet Sworn before any Magiftrate, yet the 
whole Neighbourhood know it to be true. 

On StnJay, the 1 7th of February, Anne Street was taken Speech- 
Kfi, and afterwards fell into Convullions , and was fo ft tong that 
Three or hour Men could not hold her ; hot Mind ran ftrangely up- 
on Jane Wenham , and (he was lirongly tempted to run out of the 
Houle, but whither, or to What purpofe, Ihe could not tell ; how- 
ever, Ihe was prevented by thofe about her, who kept her Within 
left (he (h >uld do hcrftlf any Harm ; and upon their going to l’rayctl 
ftie recovered, and was pretty well that Night. 

The next Day Ihe was tempted to del troy hcrfclf, but was foMC* 
rotvly watched that (he could find no Opportunity, altho’ (he cue* 
attempted to choak herfdf with the Sheets of the Bed : The Day af- 
ter (he got out of the Houfe, and ran into a Pond to drown herfelf, 
and tv 1 5 hardly laved by Three Men, who had 16 much ado to pull her 
out of the Water ; being asked what moved her to do this? She laid 
Ihe knew not, but (he muft kill herfelf ; foon after this (he had a 
Fit, and upon her Recovery out of it by Prayer, file laid that Ihe 
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faw aCar, which had a Face like Jane Wenham that this Cat fpoke 
to her, and cold her, (he mall kill herfelf ; bidding her dm to regard 
what her Friends faid to her, but kill herfelf, oreifcfheftculd never be 
well: She has fcvtral Times fince fern this Car, who always fpeaks to 
her ; flie had many of thefe Firs, which exactly refemoled thofe of 
Anne Thorn. 

When the Maid was in her Fits there were flrange Noifes heard 
about the Houfe, fometimes a Sound like that of Two Men Threfhinp, 
another Time there was great Knockings agaiofi the Table and tot 
Walls of the Houfe, which we re heard very diflinftly by all that were 
prefent ; the Bed-cloaths and Bed were leen to be lifted up from the 
Bed-ttead when n >,Bady touched them. 

Afterwards Ann; Street law Jane Wenbarn in her own Shape, Ihe 
fpoke to her, and bid hei come out, which Ihe woujd have done if 
fhe could have found any Opportunity; Soon after this fhe fell into 
another Fir, and was grievoufly pinched, fo that in many Places of 
her Body the Blood wasready to (fare out when fhe could fpeak Ihe 
cried out that (he faw Mother Wenham again, who faid Ihe would 
Torment her : In another of thefe Fits fne fapd thac Oic had a Knife 
convey’d to her, with which (he was direfied to Bab herfelf, thataf- 
terwards it was gone again, (he knew not how. 

She continues in this fad Condition, and has often Fits, and her 
Body is full of Mirks of Pinches (he has received ; fhe fees Mother 
Wenham always bef re a Fir. 

The Reafbu why this Ante Street did not appear in Court, was, 
becaufe her Friends (being Poor, and hoping that the Witch would j 
be Conviftcd npon the other Evidence,) were unwilling to be at the . 
Charge of coming to the AfTizes : And for the Truth of all this I ap- j 
peal to the whole Town of Walkcrru, who faw and heard thefe 
flrange Things. 

I (nail now iofert a Certificate from Me. Green the Surgeon, whoj 
Set Anr.e Tbcm'i Knee, that the World may be (acisfied that her Bone ' 
was really out of Joint. 

Mireh 15th 1711-12. 

T Mcfe are to ccrtifie whom it may concern, rhac cn^W-i/thei tth 
of February, Arm Thorn, Servant to the Reverend Mr. Gardner, •. 
Miniftcr of Wal^erne, came to me, having her Knee out of Joinr, and f 
did Sec it \ (he came alfo on the igth of the fame Month, her Bene 1 
being out again, and I did then aJfo Set it-, and that Anne Then was - 
v ery Lame, noc able to walk, much left to run out into ihe Field* 

Wimefs my Hand, 


/ 


William Green. 


